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His mother's nae was given as Jilka Kerman, nee Kohn, of Budapest,  . Be 
. Hungary s Eis. father wes docecsede 


- 


e 


At the time of his application, Theodore Yon. Karwan  atetea: 
ke intended to enter the United Stetes at New York City, destined 
for Pasadena, Celifornia, to take up permanedt residence in order 

- , to continue hig vocations. Ee indicated he had been appointed 
to the directorship of the Aeronautical taboratory et the California 
Inatitute of Technology in Peseadena, California. An endorsement 
thereon disc! closed that he entered the United States on the SS __.. 
bee ae i hag 7; 1980; through Rew York ign re an 
oe he ¢ in the District Court of the | 
ca nanlae te “Jaly 24; 1936, wEOr the nitie of 
arty ak Fo. Js 


ol 
if 


. oan es 
Tse 2 LON: ay FS - . 
fae yg 
. ences 

= - ¢€ 

las La “e 

sh, 
ar ai 
eo teen Ve a tec . 
> 


MARSHeAS 33 a 


: ae, 


pt - o : 


nA NOT etd See es 


2 as - 
ST een rere ne Ae pe te ages ee negate I A OT Pag I PT eee 
Ce I OD A na ew See 


on @ tore st ae Of 
‘- 


. of. nia Pad ' 
SEP eS Webbe 
; Se ae Wane eS out: “eos 


itd 
~“s 


sree ee ene ee 


Relative to the information appearing in the naturalization 
record of Dr. Theodore Von Farman indicating he had rede 6 : 

trips to the United Stetes between 1913 and 1950, sin se 
out that the Central Office of IS would not have any recor ee 
these trips inasmuch as they were of short curation. Any record _ 
as to the trips would be maintained by the Immigration and Faturelication gs 
Service at the port of entry. ue 
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STANDASD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To ae MR. Ve Po KEAYSS TY ae March 20, 1951 . 
‘ Q il 3549-397 7eison_ 
oree P AL pIC, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED cess 


SUBJECT: | THEODORE VON KAR 


Immigration an aturaltzation service, pursuant to a request, arma 


caused a check of the indices of that Service to be mace for Kense 
information concerning the above individuale That check disclcesed™ 
Central Office file C-4052565 on Theodore Von Karman. Examination ——_ 
of the file disclosed that Dre Theodore Von Karman mace application 

to the American Consular Service in Budapest, Hungary, on Septenber 

24, 1930, for a non-quota immigration visae His application reflected 
that he was born on May 11, 18@1, in Budapest, Hungary; that he resiced 
in Aachen, Germany, and Budapest, Hungary, except for several trips to 
the United ftates, from 1913 to 1930. Actually he resided in Aacien, 
Germany, from 1913 to 1930, and only resided in Budapest, Hungary, 

from September 1, 1930, to September 24, 1930. His mother, who was 
then divine, was given as Ilka Karman, nee Kohn, of Budapest, Kungarye 
His father was deceased. At the time of his application, Theodore 

Yon Karman statec he intendec to enbark at Liverpool-Quebec and 
intendec to enter the United States at New York City cestined for 
Fasadena, California, to take up permanent resicence in order to 
continue his vocation. He incicatec ke had been appointed to tie 
adtrectorship of the Aeronautical Laboratory at the California Institute 
of Technology in Pasadena, California. An endorgenent thereon Cis- 
closec that he entered the United States on the SS Majestic on October 
7, 1930, through New York Citye Subsequently, he was naturalized in 
the District Court of the United States at Los Angeles on July 24, 

1936, under the name of Theodore De Karnan, having changed. tt at the 
Same time from Theodore Von Karman. Cifi 
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_ STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATcs GOVERNMENT 


) 


DATE: Avril 16, 1951 


TO = MP. A. A. BELMONT 
2} ee S 6-204 | =e yw _ 
FROM : Ve. Pe xeay gh ALL iN Tama ES OWED. : pt ie 
i =v ta ENE ol ajegeD ae é a 
SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN Ar DS 88973, PIF Dy —— 


Von Karman is the Chairman of the Air Forée’ 
Scientific Advisory Board, and tnformation has been received rl 
tndicating he was formerly connected with the Communist regime mir 
tn Hungary. - mnt 

| a ee th 
OSI has contacted the CIC Agent in Austria who Vi —te. 
originally furnished this information, and it ha determined ! 
that £ received his information f 


The Air Force is extremely interested in this case, 


inasmuch as Yon Karman has had access to practically all scientific 
developments of the Atr Force and is closely associated withr tOD 
dir Force officials. OST has conducted a considerable portion 
Of this tnvestigation, which of necessity had ramifications in 


Eurovde.e 


Efforts of the Pureau and OSI have been exerted to 
definitely determine whether Theodore Yon Karman, who is, connected 
mwita the Atr Force, is identical with Todar--Xarman, who reportedly 
was connected with the Communist regime of Fungary. Cther 
tnvestigation in Zurope by OSI has for all practical purposes 
det ined + they w@re identical. OST has now requested that 
of OSI Headquarters, who is 
spects of .s case, be allowed to 
ts tnterviewed. 


compietely familiar wi a 
Q@cconoany a Fureau Agent when 


> 
oo. 


be pvernitted to 


It is helieved destrable that 
ts interviewed 


accompany a2 representative of the Bureau when 
inasmuch as he is familiar with all aspects o ts case, IC. 
believed that 


particularly with the European aspects, and it is 
1ts assistance would be of considerable value. He is one of the mL, 
prime contacts of the Liaison Section at Air Force Headquarters 
and ts extremely friendly and coo neKapi ue. oh ts believed that 
to deny OSI this request.tn @ case in whitch” tadair Force is so 
uitally concerned would Seriously affect the cordial relations 

It ts understood, however, that the 


_which presently erist. 
| Fee be strictly a Fureau contact and that 


ontact with 
:..: present as an observer “fon::the purpose of making 
Guailable all of his background concerning the European phases 


of this case. 7 : gf/"r ee ee, ed 
RECORDED - 13 : f = a | see ; ; 
i ots | 


ESS:ike \uw 
ae “NAC. tage ir - 2 ik 


TT rn ee eee eee eee gene nee a ee ee ee 
~ 


RECOMMENDATION s 


It ts recommended not be allowed to 
accompany as an observer the Bure representative at the time 
wa: interviewed. | : 


) Inasmuch as this is probably the most tmportant case 
tn which OSI is presently engaged, tt is suggested that this - 


matter be given the most exrpediti tn nd that arrangements 
be made through Speci - iiilileidals the Liaison 
Section ro ei: Q@ Lureau representative to get 
together. : 


ADDENDUM: {April 16, 1951} LI 


; The Espionage Section agrees hot TD > tnter- sich Sys 
ulewed concerning information furnished by him to CIC, concerning b1D 


Todar Karman who is undoubtedly identi 
Espionage Section also agrees that 
of OSI be allowed to attend the tnterview because of the extreme 
OSI interest due to subject's posttion and the fact that OST 

ts jointly tnuestigating subject with the Bureau. AS noted in 
thts memorandum, Bureau refusal may Sertously affect our cordial 
relatiohs ui th OSI. 


rived _ in the [nited 


tle 


States tn 


: es ation was cona Leo DY > Bureau dureng 
btCh Numerous persons advised that was anti-Communist. 
He has been interviewed by the Bureau at which times, he appeared 


cooperative. | (100-354543) 


a in the event you agree, there is attcched an appropriate . 
teletype with instructions to WFO. nee 


tee + ee oe, 
aw: 
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O ice Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO - : DIRECTOR, FBI | __ pare: APRIL 26, 1951 
f SAC, LOS ANGELES | bs LASSIFIED _ | 

FROM : P EREIN IS UNG > ieee. 

SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN a ee / 


INTERNAL mecbensrea. R ef 
Bufile 100-372 a a ioe eS 

sila 4 Gl Rg 
“Ady oe. 


Rebufile 100-372586 and Bulet 3/14/51 in above-captioned 
matter requesting a discreet limited investigation of the sub- 
ject including the use of spot physical surveillance as a source 


of information, tee 


The attention of the Bureau and Washington Field Division 
. is called to the current consideration being reportedly given by 
authorities in Washington to furnishing the Subject with a con- 
Stant bodyguard as a security measure. 


According to information recently furnished this office 
by OSI, Los Angeles, California, an unknown individual has | 
recently appeared at the VON KARMAN residence located at 1501 S. 
Marengo Street, Pasadena, California, inquiring about subject's 
whereabouts and claiming to have been acquainted with VON KARMAN 
in Hungary. This matter accordingly caused Brigadier General 
STACE, Commanding General, Western Air Procurement District, 

Los Angeles, California, to have apprehension for the personal 
safety: of Doctor VON KARMAN. As a result thereof, a survey of. 


subject's residence for security measures was made on March 27, 
1951 'y QE £05210 cencc Section for the 
yvestern Froc istrict, Air Material Command, Los Angeles, 


California, and a representative of OSI. ae 


beara Subsequently advised this office that in view of 
an apparen ack of proper and adequate security measures at 
C, subject's residence, for his personal Safety and the safety 
of Ms papers On ference was held in Los Angeles on March 30, 
1951 between Research and Development 
Divisio Headquarters f ZOrce, Washington, D.C., and.) 
. | Los Angeles Air Force 
—Bng ng eld Q ce, Air Materiel Command, Los’ Angeles, 
California, as to whether or not VON KARMAN should be furnished 
with a bodyguard. ance 


GED 22.1522 that no recommendation 
e above conference, and that a final 


“4 | Shes 
"ee: Washington Field (100-22923) : ht 33 195 
| SOPles Dosi0rED h oay 


ZS Atn 5 1900 


~~) 


On April 9, 1951 
fi was made as a result of 


m9 o> 


aS 


LA 105-863 _* a: 
recommendation, if any, would have to be made by officials in i 
Washington, ve conference, however, it was aoe 
suggested by that a more secure situation could he 
be had by letting Doctor VON KARMAN maintain his office and—. —--~ . cee 
papers at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory of Caltech fe) e- ieee 
Ca ampus, or he could even share a portion of Saw 
own office. ) Zo 

With regard to subject's papers, SEE pointed out Be 

that no documents with a higher rating than "Confidential" o ag 
are ever maintained at the VON KARMAN residence overnight. pats 
Stated also that the identity of the unknown blo: 


visito not been determined. 


A subsequent limited inquiry by this office as to the 
identity of the above visitor was also made with negative 
results. 


It is suggested that the Bureau attempt to determine 
what decision, if any, has finally been reached in this matter 


which, as dicated above, was originally under consideration es 
by of the U. S. Air Force. i 

AS a result of current investigation in this case, it Se: 
has been determined that subject is currently in Eurage on a yd 
business and pleasure trip with his sister, JOSEPHINENDE® MAN oe 
visiting Algiers, Paris, and Switzerland. He is expected back meee 
in Washington, D. C. sometime in May or June. Ee 
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SAC, LOS AkGELES Vay 23, 1951 
DIRECTOR, FBI 

TEEODORE VON ZARMAN, wassey | So : 

INTtRWAL SECURITY = 8 

#e Los angeles let April 26, 1951. 

USt,y washington, has advised that no further 
constdcration hus been given. to the question of 
furnishing gibject with a bodyguard. 052 will advise 
the Burress ia the event any decision ts nade to furnish 
provecticon t29 subjecte | 

ii the event ysu feel for any reason that srat- 
checé survetiliance of susject is wnadvisable, you should 

| SG @@vise the Buresue 
RECORDED . 2¢ 
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100-372586 ~ 2 if. 
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VON KARMAN in 1919 was Ministor of Culs.- 
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.. Germany . alter’ _the fall of:.the BELA. KUN: . 
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: Rens aa BACKGROUND ‘aN PERSONAL ‘HISTORY: 0 wae deers 
ee ae “The records’ a Tumigeation ‘aod ‘Naturalization sone: 

2 = yiees Los. ‘Aripéies >: California; refléct that Dr.: THEODORE..VON. KARMAN== 
| was born on May 11, 1881 in Budapest, Hungary. He entered the © | 

gejo-ce.Uni ted. States. for permanent. residence atthe. Port-of. 2 New York on... 

ae ~ October™ “7, 1930, under the name of “THEODOR KARMAN=“He ‘was natural 


- ized in the District Court of the United States at Los Angeles, 
-"* -Galifornia on July 2h, 1936, under the name of THECDORE VON KARMAN, 
and was, jesned. Gor tit ieste. No, C C= 52505 6. re eee Se 
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“The Central Records “of Immigration and. Naturalization, 
Service, Washington, D.C., reflect further that except for several’ ~ 
trips to the U. S., from 1913 to 1930, VON KARMAN resided in Aachen, ~: 
Germany during that period. His mother's name -w2s given as ILKA | 

XKARMAN, . neofK ». of Budapest, Hungary. His father was deceased. 

the time of his apvlication for a non quota immigrstion visa, 
VON KARMAN stated that he intended to enter the U. S. at New York | 
City, destined for Pasadena, California, to take up permanent re- 
sidence in order to continue his vocation. He indicated he had 
been appointed to the Directorship of the Aeronautical Laboratory 
at CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE CF TECHNOLOGY, Pasadena, California. 


"Whots Who in America", for 19h dada carries the fol-a4 
- lowing information regarding VON KARMAN: . oe 


: "von KARMAN, Theodore, aeronautical engr.; b. 
ae, 2% Budapest, Hungary, May- 11, 1881; s. Prof. Maurice. and. | 
Helene (Konn) von K.; M. E., Royal Tech. U., Budapest, 1902; 

: Ph.D., Us of Goettingen, Germany, 1909; hon. D. Eng., Tech. 

comes Us, Berlin, 1929; hon. .D.Sc., University of Brussels, 

1937; LL.D., University, of California, 19)2;. unmarried... ._ 
Came to U.S., 1930. Mechanical engr: Ganz Co., Buda-. 
- pest, 1903-06; asst. prof. U. of Goettingen, 1909-12; Bee 
“ee EL” Dror, “aeronautics _and dirs: Aeronautical’ Inst., U. of | tines gaia 
Bee cee Aachen,- 1913- 30}: visiting: prof<: in U. Sey Japan; China: and:: i 
ee “. “India, 1926-293. ‘adviser Junkers Airplane Works,” ‘1922-28; 

-»- . prof. of aeroneutics “end _ dir, Guggenheim _ Aeronautics Labs: 
oR" Gal dee Inst. of Techs, since 19303: ‘adviser. Gugge énhe im-Ain=3 
ee Ship. Agists: Sines’ TOs aoviser., to. Heung HUE Ue “since: 19335 
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ING COBPORS \oysca Colifornin in Tune  10h9 furnished Special*-4% 

the following back- ~*:. — 

ground intormetion regarding N KARMAN and his association with :» 

*CALIFCRNIA INSTITUTE CF TECENCLOG » hereinafter referred to as. mee 

CIT, and}AEROJET ENGINEERING CORPCRATION: woe ae: 


Early in 1936 a group of graduate students. of 
» Pasadena, California, became interested in the field 
iegt propulsion as 94 j 


s1C 


woos These students, relying on a small grant from a. 
private citizen, engaged in research on the CIT campus for | 
a number of years, and in the course of so doing, were work- .. 
ing under the direct supervision of Dr. THECDORE VON KARMAN,  °~™ 
who was regarded as the world's outstending aerodynamicist. “ 


In | s I, who was then Special 
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- Under Army Air Force Sponsorship the laboratory 


grew and considerable research was done along the lines 
of rocket and jet propulsion theory, | - 


,. .. dn the early part of 192 it became apparent that 
the pilot models developed at the laboratory would have to 
be manufactured. Inasmuch as it was against the policy of 
CIT to engage in manufecturing: of any type, AEROJET ENGIN- - 
EERING CORPORATION, Azusa, California, was‘formed at the 

instigation of VON ‘KARMAN, who had the sponsorship of the 

Air Force in thé form of contractual commitments. | 


National Advisory 
ashington, D.C., 


Committee of Acronau 9 NeWey 
advised Special Agent of the Wreshington office, 


in July, 1950, in connection wt nother matter, that Dr. THEODORE 
VON KARMAN was in 19h7 and.1948, end presently mey remain, Chair- 
man of the U. S. Air Force Scientific Advisory Board; and that dur- 
ing that period and until January 1, 1950, he was a member of the 
Aerodynamics Committee of the National Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics, hereinafter referred to as NACA, which Committee meets in 
Washington. As a member of that Committee, he was entitled to all 
Classified material pertinent to the work conducted by that Commit- 
d material was sent to VON KARMAN by regis- 
that VON KARMAN likewise was sent NACA classified pub- 
ot dealing directly with the work of that Committee, 
Stated that because of VON KARMAN'S chairmanship of the 
y Board, he probably also received in- 
formation, including material relating to the U.°S. Air Force, as 
well as military scientific studies, 


The records of NACA in July, 1950 also reflected the 
following informstion: : 


VON KARMAN was placed on the Committee on Aerodyna- 
mics, a sub-committee of the NACA, on March 13, 1913. At this time 


~ ~his address was the Guggenheim Aeronautical Laboratory, CIT, Pasa- 


dena, California, 
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On October 29, 19l13, his first name was changed from 
THECDCR to THEODORE. He was a member of the NACA Technical Sub- 
Committee on Air Craft Structure, from February 19, 1942 to Janu- 
ery 27, 19. During this period, he continued to be ldceted at 
CIT. From February 19, 192 to February 25, 1942, he wes a member 
of the NACA Special Sub-Committee to direct research in opplied 
structures. VON KARMAN was placed on the restricted monthly list 
to receive papers and releases of a classified nature from Noven- 
ber 22, 190 to May 2h, 1915. He was c 


lications ” ™ _ 7 same _ 


A temporary address from November 17, 19h to 
March 1, 1916 was Headquarters, Army Air Force, Chief of fir Staff, 
Scientific Advisory Group, Room }D 1070, Pentagon Building, Wash- 
ington, D.C. A receipt for material returned by VON KARMAN to the 
NACA in Washington, dated September 26, 1917, indicated a change 
of address from 570 Lexington Avenue, Room 711, to COLUMBIA UNIVER- 
SITY, Pupin Physics Laboratory, New York City. At this time he was 
Chairmen of the U. S. Air Force Scientific Advisory Board. As of 
September 13, 1948, he was listed as having changed his address 
back to the Guggenheim Aeronautical Laboratory, Pasadena, Califor- 
nia. | 


"Time" magazine of January 1, 1951, under the 
"Business" section column, labeled "Corporations", carried an arti- 
cle concerning Dr. THEODCRE VON KARMAN and his association with 
AEROJET ENGINEERING CORPORATION, Azusa, California. A portion of 
this article, which wes accompanied by a photograph of VON KARMAN, 
is as follows: ae 


"Until World Wer II, most Americans thought that. 
rockets were useful only for Fourth of July celebrations 
and trips to the moon. But not Dr. Theodore von KARMAN, 
the cigar-smoking, eeger boss of the famed Guggenheim Aero- 
nautical Laboratory et CalTech. With Air Force and private 
funds, Dr. von KARMAN had been experimenting enough with 
rockets to know they could be an important weapon. And 
Since he was well acquainted with the work of the top Axis 
aerodynamicists, he knew what fast progress they were mak- 
ing with rockets. But when Dr. von KARMAN tried to get 
U. S. corporations interested in going into the rocket 
business in 1911, he was turned down flat. So Scientist 
von KARMAN decided to make them himself, . 


"The next year, with four associates, an $8,700 
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investment, and five employees, he set up the AEROJET 

ENGINEERING CORP. of Azusa, Calif. Its product: Jato 

units, 10-in, thick, 3-ft. long rockets to give big 
eae planes an extra push to get them off short runways “or 
ea _ aircraft carriers, 7 


"In no time at all, the Navy and Air Force. 

- began firing orders at AEROJET and the company took off 
with a whoosh itself, Within 18 months, it got six Gov- 
ernment loans to expand, still needed more cash. It got 
it from GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER CO. (which liked AEROJET 
So much that it now owns 81% of its stock). © 


"$185 a Bottle. During the wer, AERCJET turned 
out some $10 million worth of Jato units, became one of | 
the biggest U. S. rocket manufacturers. 4s AEROJET be- 
gan to rise, VON KARMAN stepped down fron’ the presidency, 
became the company's chief research consfltant. CalTechts 
imaginative physicist Dr. FRITZ YAWTCKY ecame active ne- 
seerch chief," . 


| The "Columbia Report" of January, 1951 carries the 
following item regarding VON K“*PMAN: oe 


. "The Kelvin Medal, one of the highest interna- 
tional honors in the field of engineering, was recently 
awarded to Dr. THECDCRE von KARMAN, internationally re- 
nowned expert in the field of aerodynamics. Dr. von 
KARM‘N holds one of the rare honorary professorships at 
CCLUMBI’ - in the field of mechanical engineering, " 


be 
: (on March 7, 1951, ® representative of a Govern: 
ment igency, conduc tinz security investigations, advi at the 1). 


subject is currently engaged as Chairman of the Scientific Advisor 
Board, Department of the ir Force, on a contract basis, and main- 
tains an office at the Pentsgon Building at Weshington, D.C. 


’ b1c 
bID 


on April 12, 1951, gz ; 
at in early 1942 Dr. THSODORE VON KARMAN was placed on leave of 
absence from the Institute and spent his full time as e consultant 
with the U. S. Air Force. 
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| © | 
Residence: ~— ; 2 ) e 
| Sub ject, single, presently maintains a residence at 
1501 South Marengo Street, Pasadena, Californie, where he resides 


with his sister, JCSEPH] NE¥@e VBARM'‘\N, about 60, also single. A 
small separate building off the premises is use 


his office, which is mane his secretary,’ bre 
a Government cr love ili advised tha A Ss. C 
currently in Europe with his siste 


7 r'on a combined business and plea- 
sure trip, and will visit Algiers, Paris and Switzerland before re- 
turning to Washington some time during May or June. His foreign 


mailing address is: CALIFORNIA HOTEL, Paris, France, 


II. ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCIATES 


Gener3l: 


investigations, advi 


enother Government Agency conducting security 
sed on April 5S, 195Tlythat a esentative 
19, 1951, interViewea 
of Aachen, Germany. 
6 was formerly very close to thé VON KARMAN fami and that VON 
KARMAN'S mother and an individual named HerpWONAFAKLA, advised 
him that VON KARMAN in 1919 was the Ministrof Cy ture in Hungary 
under BELA KUN, while the latter was in power for a few months, 
VON FAKLA, according to is reported to have assisted VON 
KARMAN and his mother ands Ss er, JCSEPHINE, in escaping to Germany 
after the fall of the BELA KUN Government. 


| 7: tated further that 
from shortly after orld War I until VON 
in 1932. After graduating from the University. of Budapest 
his father was head‘of the Department of Philosophy, VON KARMAN 


before World War I 


re he became the head of the 
Mechanical Science and \erodynamics Department, During World War I 


he served in the Austrian Army with. the rank of Captain, 


| Ht ) 
L GD naicotes alsojthat the surname of VON KARMAN at 
the time of birth was VON SZOELLOCESTCICTAK | 


On 
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ON KARMAN 


As noted previously, 
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Yew York New York 
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National Advisory 
rommittee for reet, N.W., Washington, D.C., ad- 
rised Special Agent of the Washington Office, in 
Wi another matter, that WILLIAM TERL was 
ngaged as Technical Assistant to Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN at the Pu- 
New York City, from 
- During VON KaARMANrS absence, 


NACA 2n Washington. TERL also had 
at CCLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, 
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“Street. St. Louts, “Missouri, aay sed Special Agent 
--of: the-St..:-Louis .. Office,.on. August l, -1950,. that Dr. 1 
VON KARMAN, whom hé described as 2 world “penowned pe igp oem oh 
#63 ee been employed , ibs DER company: in. AL ASB, eee eto Peet eeeed: 
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Races 
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 publadng,, Washington: D.Cey at ‘which: time he. admitted. that, he. had: 


" period. of. time, he had ‘requested PERL, acy the. Fall“of 1983, < ret 


a x et as Oe ane : 
WEEE a eS aed ite fee : 
“ec es oe ee IE SS “ eee TAs = a: ost eS —~ : 


“engaged tow 
air. flows. — 
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“funds which had "pecan Sroviaad? 
_ployees..and a secretary, So. piety te VON KARMA, were ie ik WILLIAM 


“PERL, whose ‘addresses were furnished: as” 570% ‘Lexing ton= Avenue 5 - Roomz 


711, New York City, and Graduste School of 4erona 5 
Eno we haca ew York 


alses Bare (LYK N LHR 


| added that his_ company. ys .nad | y fe 
special Air Force contracts for a number of years” but that the above - ee 
project was not considered classified.. estes: 


on March 20, 1951, during the course of another mat- 3 
ter,- Dr. THECDORE VON K*RMAN, 1°01 t, Pasadena, - ee 
California, advised Special Agent that in aa 
1946, while VCN KARMAN was 28 visit proiessor 3 TA UNIVER-~ 
SILTY alia ate hot YW AM bad been assigned to:him by 
to assist him in 

. cetneriang of research material needed by VON KARMAN in connec- 
tion with a series of lectures that he was then delivering. “ERL 
actea in this capacity for VON KtRMAN for’ some time and also col- oe 
laborated to some extent with him in connection with consulting | A 
work which VON KARM!N wes then doing for the GENERAL ELECTRIC COR?- 


ORATION. 


: In 1947, VON KARMAN continued, he visited Europe for. 
ea year or so and during the period that he was gone, PsRL remained © 
fn the U. S. where he helped assemble scientific cee necessary for <a 
the lectures ‘Ena papers which VON KARMAN delivered at various scien- 2° 


tific confe rences. he attended. _ oo 


Dr. THECDCRE VCN KARWAN was Sxeviowsly inbenyiewsd’= 
at. his office at the Air Force. Scientific Advisory Board, Pentagon — 
ent’ a-1935. Plymouth automobile ‘to WILLIAM PERL, but. that: it was. 
actually owned by- his sister, Dr. JOSETHINE: Ds. KARMAN,_ “who was. ‘then’ 
" temporarily residing in Paris, France.- VON KARMAN, explained. that. |. 
PERL requested the use of this car in April” OF “May, 1948 before hée;* 
_VON KARMAN, left for Europe.: However; due: to: the. influence | of his. 
sister who disliked the idea. of. “ERL kee] ping ‘the car for. a ‘Tong 
turn the’ car to A hk. sei ee for! stOrege en cncs: 20 os 
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As indica 


m™ the field of jet propulsion” 
4 rocket missiles which was actually sponsored by Dr. THEODORE VON 


<ARMAN, who was then Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Labora- 
tory at CIT. 7 = i 
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‘Ne was hired bI1C 


WURUF and Fe Ly g Engineers, St. Louis, Missouri, . 
7S a Special Consultant to work on a theoretical Problem involving 
1igh speed air flows, o 4 


1eronautics. Possibly, by reason - 
together with 
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Board, had _=s 
© contact 
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several days prior to Septembe 
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VON KRARKMAN inai@atea that he was eaving 
or £uUrope and that WAS crefore, very necessary for him to. 
oe be permitted to contac | ? | 


Sam 


8tephone cali. 


ze S | 
Air Force Ady ory Board, Washington, 


XN 


eceived a person-to-person =: 


UP. THSCDURE VON 
D.C, | 


AR} LAN 9 


‘ | III. DESCRI>TION 
iil. DESCRI-TION 


7 The following description of the subject has been 
~ - obtained from available records: os | 
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Citizenship aa Naturalized July 2h, 1936, 


: a ' Los Angeles, California, CGerti- 
‘ ficate-No. C-lhOS2S565 » a 
. Marital Status: Single | es: 


a Occupation:  -- Aerodynamicist ~~ \ 9 Yeo ss 

"resent Employment: Chairman, Scientific Advisory 
Boerd, Depar tment of the Air 
Force, Pentagon Building, 

Washington, D. C. 
Home Address: 1501 South Marengo Street, 
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another Government Ag Yy, conducting Security 
vised in September, 195 at wire pphenh eho, Sy, 
them in April, 1948 which indicated that one 7 
ngarian Commnist Party in.1918 while 
Ssor of Fhysics at the JEZSEF NADCR TECHNI- 
» Hungary. In 1919, when the Communists  -- 
ARMAN was appointed Deputy Commissar of 
Cultural and Educational Affairs in charge of higher education (high 
FARMAN continued to function in that 
capacity until late in 1919, when the Communists were routed by the : 
nationalist forces of Admiral HORTHY,. At that time KARMAN was forced 
to flee Hungary; he escaped to Germany, where he settled at Aachen, 
Simultaneously, according to informant, KARMAN'S membership was 
transferred to the German Communist Party. KARMAN engaged in scien- 
tific work in Germany and was invited to lecture at the UNIVERSITY 
OF AACHEN. In 1931 KARMAN received an invitation to lecture in 
the United States; on the basis of this invitation he was issued 
an entry visa to the U. Ss. from 1931 to 1933. He reportedly gave 
Several short lecture courses at the California Institute of Tech- 
nology, Pasadena, California, returning each time to Aachen after 
the completion of these courses. After HITLER'S seizure of power, 
however, KARMAN applied fcr an extension of his permit of residence 
in the U. S. on the ground that it was dangerous for him, a Jew, 
to expose himself to Wazi racial persecution. KARMAN was subse- 
quently granted an extended residence permit, and he became a 
regular professor at the California Institute of Technology. Dur- 
ing the war, KARMAN reportedly enraged in research work in serody- 
namics for the U. S. ‘rmy Air Forces. Informant stated that in 
1945 KARMAN wes assigned to a position on the research staff of an br 
Army-sponsored Guided missile project at Pasadena, a position Yi 


KARMAN reportedly retains to this date. Informant indicated t 
belief that KARMAN covered up his Communist Party membership when 
first applying for an entry visa tc the U. S. in 1931. It is not 
known, however, whether K‘RMAN has continued his membership in the 
Communist Party and whether or not his membership has been trans- 
ferred to the American Communist Party, 
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VON KARWAN. This information is not set forth herein since it is in all 
probability available to the Bureau and the Los Angeles Divisione 


in the event instant investigation re VON KARMAN produces information 
which may be pertinent to the case entitled "WILLIAM PER, Was, ESP-R, PERJURY," 
New York origin, (Bufile 65-59312, Los Angeles file 65~5075, New York file 
> 65~15387) te Los Angeles Office is requested to report same under the PERL 


ase caption. RUC XN 
2 cc Los Angeles (1—Von Karman | —— 3 
165-5075) oo 
Enc=1) -? ee 
MWC : IM 
65-6717 


cc = NY 65~15387 


2 


18 Pe eo mw, 


i 
o 
NR E-EcD 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 
PQ _ 

THEODORE VON KARMAN 

INTERNAL SECURITY — p 


es Re report of. Special Agent 
’ in above captioned case wherein is no 
views by 


, It is further suggested that the Bureau, 
facilities, may wish to recheck with the 
Department of the Air Force or CIC concerning the 
by which certain information concerning 
Hungary has been attributed to and subsequently denied 


65-1936 

RLS sdtk 

CCsLos Angeles 
Baltimore 
Boston 
New York 


nl woe CONTAINED 
| eg i z Wp ee 2 
| | RECORDED - 13] 
| Byon.. 
B2MAy 311951 


the Boston, Baltimore 9 New York, and Washingto 


4, Se? - 
: . eo if . eT 
ea 


Office of 


subject i 


| 209 


wow 


y 


tow 


wt Pe be 


Foal 
a TAL: 
“A .- E 


ates: 


as 
a2? 
t~ 


